100.   PROHIBITION OF SILK
Apropos what I have written1 in Navajivan about silk and tiger's
skin, Kakasaheb sends me the following reasons2 for prohibiting
silk, which are worth considering.
[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 22-7-1928
10L   EVIL GENIUS OF GOVERNMENT
When the Governor of Bombay went to Simla, and I saw
newspaper reports about this visit, I felt that the change that
Shri Vallabhbhai was anxious to bring about in the Government
had taken place* But, from the results of the deliberations at
Suratj3 it appears that the Government's heart has not yet soft-
ened; how then can one talk about a change? That heart has
become harder than a stone.
I see bad motives in every line of the Government's circu-
lars which are published in all the newspapers. Even after five
hours of deliberations, the problem defied solution. Apart from
what we read in the newspapers, there is not a single new point
in the Government's Press Note. Not even an effort has been
made to understand what the satyagrahis of Bardoli demand.
1  Vidt "Questions of a Graduate", 15-7-1928, sub-title, "Silk and Tiger-
skin". Gandhiji had expressed the view that from the point of view of ahimsa,
both silk and tiger-skin had to be given up.
2 Not translated here, D. B. Kalelkar had pointed out that all people
in the world used skins -of animals in olden times, that in the Vedic period
sages used to sit upon deer-skins while performing yajnas, that Kskatriyus and
dutiful kings went  ahunting and killed deer and tigers for protecting crops
and cattle. Since skins of dead animals and of animals killed for food could
not be thrown away,  they were freely used.    As  animals were  currently
being killed merely for their skins,, these latter ought to  be discarded from
the point of view of ahimsa.   Kalelkar had made the further point that
our ancestors were not unaware of silk though he held that originally there
was no silk in India. As the people did not know that it came from China and
was produced from the body of insects, they must have welcomed it.   Once
the people liked a thing, it was difficult to discard it. However, the moment
this fact became known, they gave it up.
3 Vide footnote 1 to *'Interview to Associated Press of India on Bardoli",
20-7-1928.